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“MOVIMENTO IMPEGNO E TESTIMONIANZA MADRE DELL’EUCARISTIA” - YEAR XXI - N. 146

On the occasion of the 56th anniversary of the priestly ordination of Mons. Claudio Gatti,
spiritual father, guide and founder of our community, we celebrate the priesthood feast.
He taught us to love the sacrament of priesthood and to pray for the beloved children of our
Lord. Although this was his feast, his day, he always urged us to live it in prayer for the
sacrament of the Order, dedicating and extending it to all priests.
Our Bishop, together with our sister Marisa, loved the Church to the full and today, in
some way, is still "at the mercy of the waves" and is experiencing a critical and very
difficult situation: "Jesus, regain possession of Your Church that they tried to tear away
from You without success. Sit on the throne that, as God, is due to You and bring down the
powers that be, those who tried, and for a while succeeded, to enthrone themselves,
demanding subjection, total and complete obedience”.
Jesus, I, your Bishop, entrust the Church to You, I place it in Your hands".
(From the prayer by H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti on March 16, 2008)
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Homiliy of H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti of March 25, 2007
Homiliy of H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti of March 26, 2007
Homiliy of H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti of April 5, 2007



The three passages of the scripture we just heard are wonderful, rich and contain great and
profound reflections, but unfortunately I can't comment on them all, I have to choose and it costs me
because leaving out what is beautiful is always very difficult.
Let's start with the first passage taken from the prophet Isaiah and I invite you to pay attention to

the last verses: "See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way
in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I
provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the people
I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise." (Is 43:19-21). The Word of God is so rich and
profound that we can also apply it to our situation and realize that it fits perfectly. The expression "I
do a new thing" concerns the novelty of the New Testament, of the new Covenant. In the Old
Testament the covenant is between God and men, while in the New it is still between God-Christ and
men, but with a noticeable difference. In the New one, men are now redeemed, freed from sin and
have acquired true justice, the one referred to by Paul in the second reading, while in the Old
Testament there is a legal justice that, if offended, can be repaired with some sacrifices of animals, not
comparable to the great, to the infinite sacrifice of passion and death of Jesus Christ.
Today too the Lord repeats to us: "I do a new thing". We are living in an ecclesial, social and

political situation that is cause for suffering, apprehension and concern. In the world, in our society
and in the Church, selfishness, deceit, pride, conceit, immorality and even something worse is all the
rage at every level. Faced with this condition that concerns the Church as well, God intervenes
because the Church is His Church. There will be a new divine intervention. In fact, even if the Church
is devastated it will not collapse, it will not be torn down, since it is supported by God himself: this is
the thought of God throughout the centuries.
In the Old Testament this intervention was continually announced and centuries passed before its

realization; I hope that in our situation, this new action of God does not require as many centuries,
but a much more limited spaces of time. In the 12th century God asked Saint Francis to restore his
Church; he initially believed that it was the material Church: the Porziuncola, but then he understood
that God was referring to the Church of Christ, the Church of God. Francis, the humble little monk
who stripped himself of everything, lived in chastity, poverty, obedience and restored the Church of
that time: rich, powerful and opulent. He restored to the Church the charism of evangelical
authenticity it had lost.
The Lord, over the centuries, has always entrusted the rebirth and renewal of the Church to people

who humanly have no credit or interest, but for God they are important and, I dare say, even
irreplaceable. This is the meaning of the two expressions: "I do a new thing" and "Do you not perceive
it?"We are getting aware of it, it is enough to compare the ecclesial reality of twenty years ago with
the current one: today it has certainly changed. Today the importance of the Eucharist, the
importance of the Word of God, practice and participation in all the other sacraments has been re-
established in the Church. Today the need to love and to live in humility has returned to the Church.
Twenty years ago, there was nothing of all this, instead there was pomposity and solemnity: the
bishops were equated with princes, the Pope was equated with a king. Instead, we must understand
that both the bishops and the Pope must have the only attitude Jesus is talking about, that of a
servant: "I Christ am a servant, you are a servant, you are doubly servant because you are a servant of mine".
I am not appropriating the words of Christ, but I am adapting them so you may understand better:
"You are my servant and you are servant of your brothers, if you do not live the service I will reject you from
Me, I will throw you out of Me, I will vomit you out of Me". This teaching is based on the Word of God
and this rebirth, this renewal, this revival is not only perceived by man, but also by the whole
creation.
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Remember that wickedness, cruelty, sin, mystification, the devastating immorality, the infernal
pride contaminate the whole universe, thus living a bad existence. Conversely, conversion, return to
God, love and humility create and release a positive energy giving man and every creature the
possibility of a better life; so all the negative realities, cruelty, wickedness, self-interest are no longer
there and therefore only positive ones take their place.
We continue with the second reading.
"Brothers, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to know Christ, yes, to know the power of his
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to
the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but
I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus."
(Phil 3:8-14)
Paul, my dear friend and teacher Paul, makes a great, beautiful affirmation of shocking depth: "I

consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord". He was able to
make a definitive and uncompromising choice, namely: "I choose Christ and completely reject all that is
opposed to him: science, vanity, wealth, conceit or anything else. I reject everything and put myself on the side
of Christ and embrace him." But this is not enough for Paul. In fact, for those who still had doubts about
his choice, so radical and definitive, he adds something else: "All that I, Paul, am leaving, I am not
leaving it  with difficulty or any effort, it does not cost me because the relationship and knowledge of Christ are
so high, so sublime, compelling and rich, that I consider trash all that is in contrast with Christ". Here it is,
the Church must be reborn from here. If I do not follow Paul, I am not an authentic and true man of
the Church, so to those who do not follow Paul and do not exclusively choose Christ, rejecting
everything that can hide, overshadow or obscure Him, I say: "You are mercenaries and not shepherds,
you are not according to the heart of God, you are not the servants of God, go away, I do not know you and I do
not want to have any kind of relationship and dialogue with you because if you reject Christ, Christ rejects you
and I reject you". We must have the courage to affirm these truths, otherwise we continue to live with
compromise, confusion, and adapting the Word of God to our comforts.
“But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the

goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3:13-14). Here is the
anxiety of this union: Paul wishes to be completely united to Christ, he is not satisfied with the justice
he practiced when he was a zealous Pharisee who followed the law. This, as I told you, is a legal
justice, but the heart instead needs a stronger, more penetrating, more efficient purification only
possible thanks to the full, complete union to Christ. This is why Paul says: "I completely adhere to
Christ, completely I give myself to him and only in this way I can feel united to him as there is nothing left in
me that can be an obstacle to the union between Christ and me".
We take the third reflection from the Gospel of John.
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the

people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought
in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman
was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you
say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.
When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is
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without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, those
who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still
standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
“No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
(Jn 8:1-11).
A poor woman is brought before Jesus and the fingers condemning her to stoning are pointing at

her. A first remark: to commit adultery it takes two, so if the woman is adulterous, so is the man,
both have offended the commandment of God. However, according to the so-called male prevalence,
the latter is not under accusation, on the contrary, the terrible thing is that probably he is among the
accusers.
In the heart of this woman thrown at Jesus’ feet there is probably already a principle of conversion

and repentance, which, on the contrary, does not happen for the adulterous man because he could
not repent in just a few minutes. This woman, who already has within herself the seed of penance
and conversion, does not even dare to look at the Master in His face. Here is the infinite wisdom of
the Lord! Jesus has His head bowed and his eyes lowered so as not to humiliate that woman because
otherwise that intersection of glances would probably have caused reactions, which was not yet
appropriate to manifest.

9th March 1963 - I am prostrated at the foot of the altar, moved and filled with
emotions, while the others are singing the saints’ litanies; I am conversing with You,
my God. I did not know that at that moment the Mother of the Eucharist was close to
me, and prayed for me together with Marisa. On that day you said to me: "You are
priest forever in the order of Melchizedek", and to Marisa: "Your vocation is not a
sacrament, but supports the sacrament". (From the prayer by H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti on
March 9, 2008)



The woman still needed to feel love, affection and respect from the Lord, yet Jesus' eyes before a
sin cannot be totally merciful, until the conversion is complete. This is why the Lord has His eyes
down: so as not to humiliate the sinner, the one they threw at His feet like an animal. In this way He
wants to give her more time, He does not want to humiliate her, but at the same time He is preparing
her for conversion, He is preparing her to return to a regular and rightful life. In fact, two short
sentences are enough and the woman accepts the remission of sins and Jesus’ advice. It is really
beautiful this meeting. Instead, what are we doing all the time? What the elders failed to accomplish
because Jesus prevented them from throwing stones at her, we, the conventional thinkers, do instead:
she is a sinner, she must be stoned to death. See how wicked we are? We do not even give others the
opportunity, the time to repent and we do not even try to see if the situation has changed. Those who
make mistakes must be eliminated: this is the human law, but the law of God is completely different
and I am certain I will meet this woman in Heaven; On the other hand, I am not certain to meet those
who condemned her because repentance must be authentic and sincere. Faced with Jesus' question:
"Is anyone condemning you?” she replies: "No one, sir", so she recognizes the authority, the value, the
importance of the words of Christ. And Jesus says to her: "Then neither do I condemn you, go now and
leave your life of sin."We do not know what happened to this woman, but God knows, Jesus knows it
and who knows if He will let us know it in a private conversation. I feel that this woman has been
saved. She, humiliated, judged and condemned is now in the light, in the glory and in the joy of
Heaven. Her accusers, on the other hand, are in hell because they are the same ones who later
accused Christ before Pilate. "Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor,
Jesus, called the Christ, or Barabbas?" (Mt 27:21) and they shouted, certainly directed by those shrewd
high priests, "Barabbas". As written in the Gospel, they had gone to
Jesus only to set him a trap, in them there was malice and perfidy.
They were not interested in stoning, but they wanted to test Jesus to
deceive Him and then to have a reason to lash out against Him. It is a
diabolical plot from which Jesus came out unscathed and will
continue like that until the start of His passion, as planned by God the
Father, leading Him to death on the cross.
At this point you can do all the reflections and meditations you

want but I say, shout, scream that I'm on the sinner’s side, I'll never be
on the side of those who accused her. I will never be on the side of
those priests, bishops and cardinals of the Church who accuse and
destroy for no reason and who, like the woman's accusers, are now in
hell. See how my language has changed. Sooner or later they too will
join them because they have set traps to the righteous ones and have
tried to suffocate them in order to have the green light to reach their
infamous and distorted plans. God, however, will intervene as he has
already done in the past and will raise those who feel small.
Praised be Jesus Christ.
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Homily of March 26,2007

1st reading: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Psalm 39; 2nd reading: Heb 10:4-10; Gospel: Lk 1:26-38

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE LORD

First of all I believe it is right as a community to apologize to Jesus the Eucharist because
everything was not ready and in order. It is something that must no longer happen again: Jesus
must not wait because of the fact that things have not been prepared. I was, believe me, deeply
embittered. Furthermore, another thing must be clear: when the extraordinary ministers of the
Eucharist are present, it is useless to ask whether the others should bring the candles; if there are
extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist, it is up to you ministers to provide and do all this. What
happened today is actually something that should not have happened. Many times, lately, Our
Lady has done nothing but repeat: "Wake up from this sleep". Pay attention not to shut yourself up,
do not just think about your small garden, do not delight yourself  before Jesus the Eucharist, almost
in ecstatic prayer, and then thinking of nothing else, because this is not our style. Ours is a style of
love, respect and solicitude, so what has happened today, even if it seems to you a small thing, is
instead, in my opinion, a serious lack regarding Jesus the Eucharist and must no longer happen
again. Let’s not forget that Jesus the Eucharist is God, to Him goes the honor, Glory, respect, to Him
goes the best of everything and of everyone and today we have not given it to Him. After this
premise I am not exaggerating in saying that it cost me a lot because my heart is bleeding, but let’s
come to today's feast, which I ardently wished it could have taken place in a more serene, more
relaxed, more joyful climate, but unfortunately it is not so. We still have many problems and
sufferings, difficulties are pressing in a particular way on two people, the Bishop and the seer and I
am not hiding that, at times, we feel prostrated and losing heart under the weight of the cross. On
the other hand Jesus fell several times under the weight of the cross, and His journey was not very
long. Instead, ours is really long, too much I would say and humanly even unbearable. I think I can
say that in the readings that have just been proclaimed, a small space, a small place, can be cut out
for us too. The readings have been chosen in the right way, they would not even need an
explanation because if you place them in a certain logical order you will have all the explanations,
clearly and in detail.
Let's start with the great promise, the sign Isaiah proclaimed: "The virgin will conceive and give

birth to a son and will call Immanuel". You know that the Jews did not have, concerning the concept of
virginity, a very high conception as it is today in the Church, even if, inside it, unfortunately,
chastity and virginity are not very well practiced. For the Jews the choice of virginity was not
definitive but it was a passage of life; according to the Jewish mentality, the culmination of every
good was achieved in marriage, that is, with a married life, and the sign of God's blessing was to
have several children. Therefore the sentence "a virgin will conceive and bear a child" was certainly not
understood by the Jews for centuries just because of their mentality and their conception. It took
about seven centuries for this concept to be clarified, "a virgin will give birth".
The passage from the Gospel of Luke begins exactly by quoting the angel who was sent to a

virgin, and here is the fulfillment of what had been prophesied seven centuries before. We talk
about seven hundred years, do you realize it? Seven hundred years so that the word of God could
be fulfilled in its fullness. This maid, who had made her virginity the final choice of her life, of her
own existence, going even against the mentality and idea of her people, married and, even if she
was not yet living with her beloved husband, Joseph and Mary were legally husband and wife. But
Mary's condition is that of virginity and Our Lady wants to remain a virgin, She has consecrated her
virginity to God, so much so that when the angel proclaimed the announcement, Mary already
knew everything; she knew that she would become the Mother of the Messiah, she knew that the
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Son she would have begotten and given birth would have been humiliated, persecuted, killed and
would also be resurrected and ascended again to the glory that belonged to Him as He was God.
You know that Our Lady already knew all this and I have also explained to you how, from the
human point of view, listening to the angel saying her: "you will become mother" and Our Lady’s
reply "I will always be a virgin", is a contradiction; yet, in Mary's situation virginity and motherhood
perfectly coincide, they marvelously overlap and human logic is displaced, human mentality is
totally set aside "How is it possible?" is the question Our Lady asks the angel and awaits for an
answer, but this answer is not really addressed to her, she does not need it, because she already
knows how she will become a mother. We must not forget that Our Lady had a continuous,
incessant conversation with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. She is the only creature who
spoke with the Son even before He was generated in time. This is possible because we are talking
about the Son of God, so that question "How is it possible, I do not know man" serves for the angel to
be able to provide that explanation that the evangelists, in this specific case Luke, have inserted in
the Gospel and as we read it now, as those before us who in time have read it, we can be made
aware of the fact that Mary remained a virgin and became Mother for the work and power of the
Holy Spirit, that is to say for an omnipotent intervention of God. When the angel says: "the power
will come upon you", it refers to the power of God because everything is possible for God. So even
this mystery of Mary's virginity and motherhood would not have been understood by the persons,
relatives and all the people who lived at that time, so it remained further buried under silence and
discretion because they would not have understood it. This is the reason and function of Joseph, to
ensure that problems were not created and that everything was smooth, so men would not find in
the power and in the portentous work of God a reason to refuse His works, as will happen many
times and as has happened recently. God planned well what He had to do and realized it in the best
way, so Mary was protected by Joseph. The child who was born was in fact considered the son of
Joseph, Christ himself always treated and respected the father with such love and devotion as you
can read in the book "Life of Our Lady". So here comes the great moment, something happening
with such greatness that the creation itself is affected by the benefits while men hardly notice it. God
is incarnate, God becomes man and the angel, the bearer of that great announcement, immediately
kneels down because he knows that he is before the living tabernacle of God. We have always said
it: the first great tabernacle, the most precious one that could welcome God is Mary’s most pure
womb, the angel therefore is reverently on his knees and worships the second person of the Most
Holy Trinity. But is it there present just the second person of the Most Holy Trinity? We know that
where the Son is, the Father and the Holy Spirit are also present, so it is the Trinity that is present in
Mary's small, humble room. All this happened in the silence and concealment, away from men; not
even Joseph knows what happened at that moment, but he will come to know it later when he sees
the incipient signs of motherhood. I hope you understand what I mean, it is not difficult for me to
take you to reflect on other realities and works of God that took place silently. How many works of
God took place silently in this place and men did not notice it or worse, when they noticed it they
fought it, tried to bury it, to destroy it, they tried to smear it; but the benefit occurred all the same.
As in the silence of Nazareth the illuminating portent takes place, giving life and hope to the world,
so in the silence and humility of this place something happened that illuminated the whole world
reverberating in wonderful, multicolored forms, for which men have felt that God is still present in
the world and society. As the Magi and the shepherds were called by God and went towards the
cave, men were called by God, and not by their own brethren, and were directed towards the
Eucharist. This is why Our Lady initially wanted the feast of the Mother of the Eucharist, a feast so
dear to our hearts, to fall exactly on this day, for the reasons I told you, because everything speaks
about the Eucharist.
The highest point we can see in the Letter to the Jews: "It is impossible to eliminate sins with the

blood of animals" this is what Paul says. He explains that it is possible to eliminate sins with the blood
shed by that body that was formed in Mary's womb, so the indissoluble union between Christ's



PEARLS OF THE MOTHER OF THE EUCHARIST N. 146

- 13 -

sacrifice and Mary's motherhood is evident. Mary is essential in the plan of God, she is essential for
the celebration of Christ's sacrifice on the cross and for the actualization of this sacrifice throughout
the centuries, in every part of the world. This is why when we say Eucharist we must immediately
think about the Mother of the Eucharist. These are Isaiah’s words that Paul repeats in his Letter,
"Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me". It is God who prepared this
body because this body is realized through the work of the Holy Spirit; you can therefore
understand the way in which the Word of God fits together and how clear the Word of God is and
how slowly it leads us to the understanding of the great mysteries, the great realities and the great
divine works. "I have come to do your will, my God" because the Incarnation is the consequence of an
act of divine will. Man, on his own, could never purify himself from sin and guilt, an action of God
was needed, an intervention of God was required and I say it again and underline, the action and
work of God came from the presence and action of Our Lady. Mary who is virgin, Mary who is
martyr, Mary who is both virgin and martyr at the same time, Mary who is also the Mother of the
great martyr. This is the talk that must enter into your hearts and must be kept and form matter of
reflection. I would like each of us to identify with the angel who knelt in adoration, I would like that
in the angel we see each of us, I would like the angel to be the symbol of all humanity.



Look carefully at the bas-relief of the last supper you see before the altar, which you all know very
well. Imagine it in your mind, so you will better follow what I am going to tell you. We added, next to
Jesus, the one who is not spoken of in the Gospel, but you will understand why. In order to say this
homily, I stand before the altar to give a sense of greater familiarity to what I am going to tell you: it is
just like when a father is gathering all the children before him, even if, by age, I cannot be everyone’s
father, and tells them what they have never known.
Let's start with the bas-relief: on Thursday, as wonderfully told by the four evangelists, the institution

of the Eucharist takes place. You certainly know the episodes that occurred during the last supper
because, for several years, I sought to take the passages of the four Gospels and elaborate a single story
out of them, linking them according to logic and chronology criteria. However, much more surely exists
than the concise account of the last supper reported by the evangelists and it is just this that we will know
and appreciate today.
Let's start with a feast we recently celebrated: the Annunciation, the great event of Incarnation. What

was the first sentence that Jesus, incarnating himself in Mary’s most pure womb, told his Mother? "Thank
you, mother because you are giving me a body that will serve for the passion and crucifixion, you are giving me your
blood, that blood that I will pour during my passion." Jesus thanked his mother and this already makes you
understand that if Jesus is the great protagonist of the institution of the Eucharist, because the sacraments
can only be established by God and Christ is true Man and true God, the mother is the one who, after
Christ and subordinate to Christ, collaborated for the sacrament of the Eucharist. In it Jesus is present in
Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity, that body made by Mary, that blood given by Mary. After the first thanks
from Jesus to his mother there followed nine months of natural gestation that every mother carries out,
during which between Mary and the baby in her womb, just because he was God, long dialogues and
great prayers before the Father took place. All this was never interrupted, on the contrary, it was always
going on strong, even if Joseph was not aware of it and was not part of it because that is the plan of God,
sometimes truly incomprehensible. Certainly, in these dialogues, one of the most discussed topics was
the Eucharist. Jesus spoke to his mother about what He would say and what He would do, disclosing to
her that the title He cared most for her was that of Mother of the Eucharist. In fact, on the occasion of
circumcision, eight days after his birth, before his virgin flesh was sacrificed, delivering the first blood,
Jesus addressed his mother who was shaken thinking of the first suffering that her Son would have
endured, saying: "You are Mother of the Eucharist”. Perhaps some of you thought it was a sudden thing or
a sentence that may have surprised Our Lady, but it is not like that because for nine long months they
had talked to each other, so for Mary it was a known and already accepted title.
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Homily of April 5, 2007

1st  reading: Is 61:1-3, 6:8-9; Psalm 88; 2nd reading: Ap 1:5-8; Gospel: Lk 4:16-21

HOLY THURSDAY



Now think of a grown up Jesus, aged twelve, when he got lost, when Joseph and Mary find him in the
temple and see him listening and asking questions to the doctors of the law, who, as the evangelist Luke
writes, marveled at his intelligence and about the questions that this boy asked them. This means that
God is always Himself, he never changes, so he is Omniscient, Omnipotent, Omnipresent and he can be
in the guise of a newborn child, a twelve year old boy, an older teenager or a mature man. I tell you this
to anticipate that during the long silent and hidden years in Nazareth, Jesus behaved with Mary and
Joseph as he had behaved with the doctors of the law. Jesus is Omniscient because he is true God,
therefore, regardless of age, in that context he spoke to them with the infinite wisdom of God and
certainly He spoke of his mission and the highest point, the most beautiful and final point, encompassing
everything: the Eucharist. Jesus spoke of the Eucharist to the Mother of the Eucharist and to the Guardian
of the Eucharist; therefore, Joseph did not hear the title "Custodian of the Eucharist" for the first time from
us, but certainly from the Son. In the Eucharist is present all of Jesus in Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity,
the Jesus who Joseph cradled, assisted, fondled, defended and protected; therefore to say that he is Jesus’
guardian or guardian of Jesus the Eucharist is the same thing.
How beautiful and interesting those speeches would have been, and they would be just as interesting

for us, if the Lord could make them known to us. As Jesus spoke of the Eucharist, Mary and Joseph grew
in an anticipated faith and in a great love for the Eucharistic mystery; so we too should follow them and
grow in this respect.
As the years flew by and the Master first as a child, then adolescent, young man, and then mature

man, grew and lived his earthly existence, the wisdom of God was with Him and his parents cherished
this science. Indeed, Luke again, states: "But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart"
(Lk 2:19).Mary kept what the Son taught her and what He made known to her and this early knowledge
of the Eucharistic mystery will be made available to the apostles by Our Lady after Jesus' Ascension into
Heaven. Although discreetly, Mary was the one who best preserved the memory of Jesus' life, his actions,
his teachings, to which she added her own teachings. All these pearls were treasured by the apostles,
then the evangelists and lastly we too treasure them.
In the Gospel very little is spoken of Our Lady and this was upon her request because the scene had to

be completely taken by Jesus and no one else could call their own attention. Jesus, at the right time, began
his public life, chose the apostles, moved with them from one place to another and at the same time
trained them. You know that before becoming priests, the candidates for priesthood live, work and study
in the seminary. The apostles too had their seminary, but they were more fortunate because Jesus was
their rector, spiritual father and teacher. At that time, especially in the evening, before going to bed, there
was no radio or television, but there was Jesus who catechized, spoke and taught much better than any
television or radio program. It is not possible that Jesus told the apostles just what is contained in the
Gospels; in fact, it is John who declares, in the last verses of his Gospel, that if he had to tell all what Jesus
did and said, all the books of the Earth would not have been enough to collect his teachings. This means
that Jesus spoke and taught a lot and took care to give His teaching in a collective and communitarian
way; He lent himself as a spiritual father, he spoke to every apostle in secrecy and privacy, helping each
of them to improve their character, strengthen their virtues and fight their flaws. Hence the apostles
knew very well the doctrine and the truth about the Eucharist and did not find themselves suddenly
flung into the last supper.
And now we come to the last supper. In the Gospel we read: "So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying: “Go

and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” They said to him: “Where will you have us prepare it?” He said
to them: “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the
house that he enters and tell the master of the house: ‘The Teacher says to you, where is the guest room, where I may
eat the Passover with my disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” And they
went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover". (Lk 22:8-13)
But the apostles were not alone. It is not possible that Peter and John, alone and in a short time, bought

the lamb, cleaned it and cooked it, prepared unleavened bread and bitter herbs. All this they did together
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with Our Lady and the pious women. You know that Our Lady has always been close to Jesus during all
public life, in bilocation or physically, without ever leaving him. At the beginning of the eighth chapter,
Luke says that with Jesus there were the twelve, Mary, Joanna, Susanna and Magdalene, who were freed
from the devil and infirmity, but also other women who are not named and all of them served Jesus and
the apostles offering their possessions. These women, together with Our Lady, were always with Jesus in
his movements, so there was a whole party that moved. The apostles could not think of provisions, of
food, of finding places to sleep; all this was arranged by their sisters and especially by the mother of
Jesus. Our Lady and the pious women, together with the apostles, prepared everything in the best way.
We can define Our Lady a cook, but also an attendant because she cleaned and decorated as well.
Imagine with how much love Mary prepared the room to celebrate Easter because, besides Jesus, she
alone knew what the purpose of that room was and she alone knew what her Son would do; in fact, she
was aware that Jesus was now at the end of his life and would have to face capture, passion and death.
Joy and suffering alternated in her heart, but she did not report anything to the other women, she prayed
and was happy that the fruit of her work could be used for the solemn Mass that Jesus was going to
celebrate.
When Jesus arrived, he was welcomed by his mother and the other women who, even though invited

by Our Lady, for privacy and discretion, gathered in an adjoining room to leave Jesus the opportunity to
talk again with the apostles. The Lord did not said just what is told in the Gospel, but certainly also that
he would have celebrated the Eucharist, that great mystery, that great sacrament of which he had
previously spoken to them many times and told them words that surely inflamed them. As the moment
of the institution of the Eucharist approached, couldn’t Jesus have near him the Mother of the Eucharist?
He called his mother and made her sit next to him. Jesus the Eucharist, Jesus the priest, Jesus the victim in
the same person, had Mary at his side who together with the others received the Eucharist. Our Lady's
love is always surprising: in fact she did not forget the pious women and told her Son: "Jesus, my sisters
too would be happy to receive you", and Jesus also allowed your ancestors to be present and receive the great
sacrament of the Eucharist. At that time, for the first time, the Church was there around the Eucharist in
its reality of many ministers, as priests and bishops were present, having been ordained by Jesus, and lay
people, represented by you all. But we can go further and wander who encouraged the apostles to
celebrate the H. Mass. It was the Mother of the Eucharist who invited them to repeat Jesus’ act because on
the night of Holy Thursday the great passion began and the Lord was then killed; even if Jesus has risen
and showed sometimes to the apostles, a sustained and persevering presence was that of Mary who,
besides being a mother, as we like to call her, she is also a teacher and was the mother and teacher of the
apostles, of the first bishops and the first priests.
I entrust all these thoughts to your heart. Now get completely immersed in prayer and reflection,

raising a thanksgiving hymn to Jesus for having given Himself to us in the most humble, simplest and
intimate way, which is to be present under the appearances of bread. Remember that after the
consecration it is no longer bread, but it is Body, Blood, Soul and mysterious yet real Divinity of Christ.
Now let's prepare ourselves for the ritual of washing of feet.
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