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Our community, on the occasion of the anniversary when our sister Marisa took the vows of
chastity, obedience and poverty, celebrates the Feast of Consecrated Souls. She, pure in the
beauty of her soul, never wanted to say no to her All and until the end she accepted the
cross for the salvation of souls.
“We all must try to be like her. She taught us to live in union with God, whatever the
situation and the experience we lived. And for this, dear little Marisa, we all are grateful to
you."
(From the homily of H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti, September 8, 2009)

FFeeaasstt  ooff  tthhee  CCoonnsseeccrraatteedd  SSoouullss



IInn  tthhiiss  iissssuuee......

Homily of H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti of January 22, 2006
Homily of H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti of February 19, 2006
Homily of H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti of February 26, 2006
Prayer formulated by H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti on May 15, 2005



TToday we have to do a little study to well understand the Word of God and place it in our
hearts, so that it drives us to change our existence. We must try to compose the writing
logically so that a unitary discourse and a wonderful catechesis may emerge. To understand
well what I am about to say, you must give a historical and logical place to the first part of
the Gospel of Mark and to the first part of Paul's letter to the Corinthians: first there is Christ,
not only in importance, authority and greatness, but because he is our Messiah, the Savior,
the Redeemer and then there is Paul, because when Christ speaks, the work of salvation has
not yet been completed. This is why I invite you to start, as the Mother of the Eucharist did,
from the passage taken from Mark.
“After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and said: "The time is
fulfilled and the kingdom of God is near; repent and believe in the Gospel".
Passing along the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew, Simon's brother, casting their nets into
the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said to them: "Follow me, I will send you out to fish for people."
And immediately they left their nets and followed him. Going a little further, he saw James, son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, in a boat preparing their nets. Without delay he called them. And they
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and went after him" (Mk 1:14-20).
"The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is near; repent and believe in the Gospel". The
accomplished time is the time of waiting. In fact, in the biblical vision there are two
moments: one of waiting, which is summarized in the Old Testament and the other of
realization, which is contained in the whole New Testament. So the time of waiting is
completed and the kingdom of God is near, that is, salvation is about to be fulfilled. By now
Christ is incarnate, he has begun his public life and has called the apostles, consequently he
is setting out to carry out the mission of salvation that has been entrusted to him by the
Father.
This talk regarding the passage of the Gospel is placed before the passion, death and
resurrection of Christ, but with the passion, death and resurrection of Christ the picture
changes completely. First of all, we do not know how long it will last, but the last period of
the history of salvation has begun, starting exactly with the very work of salvation.
“I tell you this, brothers: time has become short; henceforth, those who have a wife, live as if they did
not; those who cry, as if they weren't crying; those who rejoice, as if they did not rejoice; those who
buy, as if they did not own; those who use the goods of the world, as if not engrossed in them, For this
world in its present form is passing away" (1 Cor 7:29-31).
Paul uses the expression: "Time has become short", because a part is now over. You don't have
to infer that Paul thinks Christ's return to judge is imminent, but in a vision of the end times
we are now moving towards the end that no one knows if it will last twenty, forty, fifty
centuries or beyond because you know that only God knows the moment of the end of the
world. So Paul cannot stand in a situation that can see him even in the slightest contrast with
the teaching of Christ. However, the expression "Time has become short" does not exactly
translate the Greek expression that Paul used, because if we wanted to be strict and precise
the exact meaning is "Time has had a turning point", that is to say "Time has changed". The
turning point consists in the realization of the work of salvation and, by now, man is in the
situation, if he wishes, to begin a definitive relationship with God beginning on earth and
finalized in Heaven. So what must be most important for man is to put all his primary
commitment in the goal of being united with God.
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Homily of January 22, 2006
1st reading: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 24; 2nd reading: 1 Cor 7:29-31; Gospel: Mk 1:14-20



Paul’s expressions mentioned thereafter should be taken as an emanation and manifestation
of the apostle's enthusiasm. Paul is not against marriage, activities or those who mourn but
he says that first of all we don't have to worry about what is part of the earthly world in
order to have our gaze turned towards the ultimate realities. This is the precise meaning of
everything Paul says. Then you understand that Christ's invitation "Convert!” from a literary
point of view has the meaning of changing mentality. Those who adhere to Christ must have
the mentality of Christ and must primarily make the same choices made by Christ: to love
God and the neighbor.
Be converted! Here then is the episode that is told in the first passage taken from one of the
Minor Prophets: Jonah. These prophets are called minor not because they are of lesser
importance than the great ones: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel; but it is an expression of Saint
Augustine to indicate that the contents of their writings are shorter than those of the
prophets I have just mentioned.
"This word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: "Get up, go to Nìniveh, the great city, and tell them
what I tell you". Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord.
Nìniveh was a very large city, it took three days to go through it. Jonah began to walk the city for a
day's walk and preached: "Another forty days and Nineveh will be destroyed."
Citizens of Nìniveh believed in God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the
least, put on sackcloth.
God saw their works, that is, that they had turned from their wicked conduct, he relented and did not
bring on them the destruction he had threatened" (Jon 3:1-5, 10).
God calls Jonah to go and preach conversion to Nineveh, therefore to a pagan people, but the
prophet is not happy, he refuses and runs away. He goes onto a ship, but is caught in a storm
and is shown as the one responsible for the divine wrath that caused it, so they think it is
proper to get rid of him by throwing him overboard. The biblical story tells that Jonah is
swallowed by a fish, after three days he is spat back on the shore and finally goes to Nineveh.
This story is to be understood from the point of view of the parable genre, taking elements
from reality, unlike fairy tales which instead takes them from the imagination, so this fish has
not really swallowed and then spat back Jonah, but the Lord refers to it in a parable sense.
We cannot see promise of miracles where there is no reason for it to exist, what matters is not
the literary genre with which certain realities are expressed, but the realities themselves. In
this story the realities are those of the conversion of this city, a pagan city, which hadn’t had
the revelation from God, who listens to a stranger, Jonah, a Jew, and then everyone, starting
with the king, dress with the sack of penance and begin penance.
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In this I see the authentic conversion spreading more and more among the laity abd I see the
conversion of priests in the call that Jesus addressed to the first apostles: Simon, Andrew,
James and John. I would like to emphasize that these apostles left everything, namely safety,
family, work, way of life, to go towards the uncertain. They did not know what would
happen by following Christ, they did not know what the change in their life would be but
they accepted it because they recognized that the Christ, previously indicated by John as the
Lamb of God and the Messiah, was really the Messiah. So they totally joined Him without
knowing what the Lord wanted. In seeing the conversion of the members of the hierarchy,
that is, of the apostles who are bishops, I would like to light up the hope to see the
conversion of priests and bishops. The conversions of the men of the Church are so important
that the Church celebrates the conversion of St. Paul on January 25, that is, a persecutor who
became an apostle, an enthusiastic and fanatic Pharisee who became a preacher of the Word
of God. From all this we must conclude that when God operates He chooses ways He knows
are appropriate for the people He is addressing. Then we hope and wait with confidence and
always keep in mind that "the kingdom of God is near, convert and believe in the Gospel".
If the inhabitants of Nineveh had not converted, the city would have been destroyed and this
reminds us of Our Lady who has long been saying that purification has now begun.
Unfortunately in the churches no one says to convert because the natural disasters that are
taking place are signs that the Lord is getting tired of us. They don't do this because they
think that if they said this they could cause people to be afraid. Afraid of what? Our Lady
revealed to us that many natural disasters have been averted through prayer and people's
conversion. Then we must not hide behind this false fear, but say it, so life will become more
peaceful, quieter and better. God does not want our suffering, but sometimes he is forced to
arouse suffering to make people think. Then convert and believe in the Gospel. I would not
want it to be a new plea made by Christ falling into indifference, into a lack of response and
not accepted by men because what really matters is that men change. Now, as even those
who have responsibility for public affairs say, we can no longer go on like this, it is a
disaster. There are no two people in high places, or politicians or religious or ecclesiastics
who are able to find a shared way to achieve the common good; each one aims for their own
good, no longer for the good of society because what matters is the personal advantage or
their own group. This is not what God wants and then we all really need to convert, to
believe in the Gospel, to believe in the Word of God.
To conclude, what I can say is that where we cannot reach then God's action will, an action of
enlightenment, persuasion, comfort, stimulation and help, so that men may truly return to
Him and recognize that without God there is only poverty and sadness, while the man
returning to God will truly experience that joy of living that unfortunately has now been lost.
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Homily of February 19, 2006
1st reading: Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24-25; Psalm 40; 2nd reading: 2 Cor 1:18-22; Gospel: Mk 2:1-12
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TToday I want to reflect first on the Gospel and then we will focus on the other two readings.
Jesus, through a personal and divine intervention, works a miracle; He heals a paralytic who
had been lowered on a stretcher from the roof, after taking it off.
“A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he was at home. They
gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached
the word to them.
Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him
to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and
then lowered the stretcher the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed
man: “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like
that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone? ”Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that
this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and said to them: “Why are you thinking these things?
Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or to say: ‘Get up, take your
stretcher and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”
So he said to the man, “I tell you, get up, take your stretcher and go home.” He got up, took his stretcher
and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have
never seen anything like this!” (Mk 2:1-12)
It came naturally to me to compare this event with the situation experienced by Saint Joseph
who suffered for eight years in the house in Nazareth.
Little by little, we come to know something about the years Jesus lived before his public life. He
loved Joseph, his putative father, a lot. During these eight years, Joseph's suffering was so
strong and terrible, that several times he wept and complained, and that's right. You must think
that Jesus was there and could have healed him or at least made the sufferings lighter, but he
did not. Our Lady is the most powerful human creature to intercede with God. In fact, during
the life of Christ and through his intervention, miracles occurred. We only remember the
wedding at Cana, but certainly there were many others. However, with regard to the suffering
of her beloved spouse Joseph, she could do nothing and this is difficult to understand. The only
people who could have relieved or healed St. Joseph's disease did not do it, because God's will
was different. Many times we too struggle to accept God's will, not out of respect but because
we are faced with the tremendous, lacerating and troubled mystery of suffering and we would
like to alleviate the sufferings of those who suffer. The house in Nazareth witnessed St. Joseph’s
lamentations and tears, to which, of course, were added those of his spouse and son. Everyone
had to bow before a mystery that certainly did not stand over Jesus, but it did stand over Mary
and Joseph, so they had to bow their heads and repeat the famous sentence: “Fiat voluntas Dei”.
He who has ears to hear, let him hear. You have understood the references.
Now we come to today’s day: it is not a coincidence but providence. On this day we remember,
even if in a simple and modest way, one of the 185 Eucharistic miracles, perhaps one of the
most opposed and covered with mud. Years later, being a work of God, we can see the effects of
what is reported in the scriptures seven centuries before the birth of Christ.
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I believe that whoever was present on February 18, 1996 clearly remembers the image of the
miracle where Our Lady asked Marisa to eat the grass and this was also the subject of sarcasm.
In the gesture that God asks Marisa to perform there are two teachings: the first is that only
through penance and purification does man draw near him, and they are necessary to help
himself and, for the principle of solidarity, his brothers as well; the second is that everything
that is present and rises in it, is holy because this is a thaumaturgic place.
We have kept this host that you will see at the end of Mass, when I will give the blessing to each
of you. You will realize that, after ten years, it has remained intact, whole and perfectly white.
Also in this case the laws of nature were set aside and overcome by God through his
intervention. In fact, according to experts’ opinion, it is impossible for a bread wafer not to start
an oxidation or similar process after some time, when it first turns yellow and then begins to
shatter; but all this did not happen because this is a work of God. I say it again: the humble, the
small  and the simple have welcomed, accepted and appreciated the works of God;
unfortunately, the grown-ups have mocked and rejected them, but it has always been like that.
Thus spoke the Lord: “Do not remember the past things anymore, think no more of the old things!
Behold, I am doing a new thing: right now it sprouts, don't you notice it? I will also open a road in the
desert and streams in the wasteland. The people I have formed for me will celebrate my praises. But you
did not call on me, Jacob; indeed you are tired of me, O Israel. You have harassed me with sins, you have
tired me out with your iniquities. I, even I, am he who bloats out your misdeeds for my own sake, and I
no longer remember your sins" (Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24-25).
Look at what Isaiah says or rather what God makes Isaiah announce: "I am doing a new thing" (Is
43:19). The "new thing" is the liberation and return to the promised land of the Jewish people; an
occurrence that after a long exile in a foreign land seems humanly impossible. Only God can
ensure that the people purified by him return to the cradle and the land that saw his birth. He
will do great things, such as opening roads in the desert and making rivers rise in the
wasteland; where humanity fails, God Almighty, being above all and everything, can.
However, we must be careful, because in the face of the great intervention of God, most of the
people of Israel, especially the educated class, react in a negative way. “But you did not call on
me, Jacob; indeed you are tired of me, O Israel” (Is 43:22); "But you have harassed me with sins, you
have tired me out with your iniquities" (Is 43:24).
These words of God are always current and can refer to the divine intervention of February 18,
1996. In fact, those who should have welcomed, those who should have defended and
supported, behaved like Jacob and Israel: they revolted and did so that their iniquities were
heavier and heavier before the eyes of God.
According to the bible and evangelic expression, the little ones are those who commit
themselves to using all their qualities to succeed in the intentions suggested by God and they
know that they only need his help. The little ones are those who are judged weak, therefore
inconsistent but, instead, do not compromise. Paul, in the second letter to the Corinthians
writes: "But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and “No.” For the Son of God,
Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, by me and Silas and Timothy, was not “Yes” and
“No,” but in him it has always been “Yes" (2 Cor 1:18-19). He means that he has not accepted any
compromise. They say that accepting compromises is a politician skill. For me it is shrewdness,
but those who have clear ideas and defend them, those who want to reach the goals they set for
themselves, will never accept to make any compromises in order to reach the goal. This is why
the little ones are those who then show to be great: they have such an overwhelming strength,
given by faith, capable of performing acts comparable to those the Lord spoke about, such as
transporting trees and planting them into the sea.



This can be done by those who have faith. We see that on our human weakness God laid his
plans, his projects and carried them out. Once again Paul comes to our aid and tells us: "All the
promises of God are “Yes” in Christ" (2 Cor 1:20).
Who would have thought, ten years ago, that the Eucharist would bring about a triumph
throughout the Church and throughout the world? Who would have thought that all the
attention of the men of the Church would finally be drawn around the Eucharist and that it
would again become, according to God's plans, the source and summit of all Christian life? No-
one could have thought about this, ten years ago. The Eucharist, as a real presence of God, was
opposed and even not accepted by powerful, cultured and strong people who exercised their
power in the ecclesiastic sphere. However, they failed to stop God's work, because he kept his
promise: the Triumph of the Eucharist. It all started in this thaumaturgic place and will spread
and reach every corner of the Earth. So behold, we bow reverently and thank God for
witnessing this event. We are not interested in whatever evil has been done, we are interested in
all the good that has been done and that we have seen.
Remember that if there had not been for those 185 Eucharistic miracles, including the one we
remember today, we would not be celebrating the triumph of the Eucharist. It is God who
intervened, it is God who worked and changed the situations and hearts of men who wanted to
convert.
It is the work of God and nothing and no-one can oppose him. God can wait, he can even create
in his enemies the illusion of having won, but when they feel they are the winners, they will be
taken by the justice of the Lord and placed in the situation belonging to them.
Remember the Gospel passage of the rich man who, after having filled his granaries, said to
himself: “You have many possessions stored away for many years; rest, eat, drink and enjoy. But God
said to him: «You fool, this very night your soul will be asked of you and whose will be the things that
you have prepared?» So it happens to those who accumulate treasures for themselves and are not rich
towards God" (Lk 12:19-21). We do not wish death to anyone, we are for the physical and
spiritual life, but nothing is worse than those who refuse to live. This refusal is made up of
hatred and aversion to God, who is life. Whoever rejects God wants to die; whoever refuses to
live is in the sadness of spiritual death and does not go to the source of life. The source of life is
only and exclusively the Eucharist.
Times are getting longer, we are probably right about this. However, God's plans do not
change, but He slows down his action because men, and often the most powerful, oppose his
action and his will, as Our Lady reminded us today. In fact, you have heard it many times, God
is Almighty and does not want the sinner's death, but that he repents and converts; so he asks
the good ones to be patient, to pray and suffer so that many souls may still have the
opportunity to be saved. Otherwise, they would find themselves in the situation of hearing the
awful and dreadful word of God: "Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels!" (Mt 25:41).
We want to rejoice and we want our joy to always be shared by a greater number of people,
now on Earth and tomorrow in Heaven. We do not want to fall into envy or jealousy, but we
want to be guided by love. Only love saves, only love makes each of us meet with God; so after
having met with God, each of us will meet with our brothers and following a ray that widens in
this circle, we will be able to include all men for whom we hope their salvation and wish them
good and expect to find them in Heaven in the future.
Praised be Jesus Christ.
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Homily of February 26, 2006
1st  reading: Hos 2:14-15, 21-22; Psalm 102; 2nd reading: 2 Cor 3:1-6; Gospel: Mk 2:18-22

Today we will comment on the first reading, extrapolated from the book of the prophet Hosea, as
we have already spoken in previous years about the passage from the Gospel of Mark and that of the
second letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will draw her to me, lead her into the desert and speak to her heart. There she
will sing as in the days of her youth, as when she left the land of Egypt. I will make you my bride forever, I will
make you my bride in justice and law, in benevolence and love, I will betroth you to me in faithfulness and you
will know the Lord”.
The prophet Hosea uses images and concepts concerning the love between spouses, but in this case he
describes the great love of God for his people. I believe that in this passage from the Old Testament
the great love that God has for the Church is also anticipated, a community of men who, as we say in
one of the invocations of our litanies, accepts the word of God, recognizes the validity of the
sacraments and is led by the ecclesiastical hierarchy. It is a simple and luminous description, but,
unfortunately, throughout history, this community, sometimes because of the faithful, sometimes
because of the pastors, sometimes because of both, has detached itself from the word of God and has
lived in an antithetical and in opposition to the teachings of Christ contained in the Gospel. Not for
this did God cease to love his Church: he helped and supported her and even when men, often those
in high places, rejected and marginalized him, the Lord continued to be always present in his Church.
The words of the prophet Hosea indicate one of the moments in which God expresses his love for the
Church. It is a difficult and critical time. If you have read it carefully, in fact, it is God who wants to
restore and make the Church shine with an intense light. “I will draw her to me”. This expression is
already typical of affectionate relationships, relationships of love. It is the magnet that attracts the iron
and it is the iron that lets itself be attracted by the magnet. In this case, with all due respect, the one
who exercises the task of attracting to him is God who knows men perfectly, one by one. As Psalm
139 says, even before we are born we are already known and present in the mind of God, so if God
loves us before our birth, before our existence, how much more can we say that this love becomes
real, concrete and effective in the period of our life. It does not matter to God if we are dirty with
mud, covered with wounds or sick, what God wants is that we do not resist his embrace, his hug, his
strength of attraction: "I will draw her to me".
Yet, to change you have to go through reflection, meditation, you have to become aware, and this is
what God makes Hosea say: "I will lead her into the desert", that is, God wants the Church to get rid of
all encrustations of power and wealth because these are not the forces on which it must be based and
act. Unfortunately, the men of the Church, for centuries and still today, have pursued and continue to
pursue these objectives. The Church has incrustations which she must get rid of in order to be simple
and to manifest that identity that God willed and created.
"I will lead her into the desert and speak to her heart." The expression speaking to her heart, that is, speaking
to her love, means that God seeks to arouse love in these people, because once God's love begins to
blossom, it makes it grow, empowering strengthening comprehension and intelligence thus
manifesting to the very end. The restored Church will return to shine as in the early days of its
history, when the gifts of God were present, numerous and shared by many people, not only by the
apostles, but also by the faithful. There was an abundant outpouring of the action of the Holy Spirit.
This is what the Lord today, through Hosea, says to the Church: “You will return to be as I have
instituted you, as I have founded you”. It is a joy that expresses certainty, possession of truth, that joy that
we have often encountered lately when reading St. Paul. How many times has he spoken of joy, how
many times has he invited the souls who were entrusted to him to live the Christian message in joy!
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“I will make you my bride in justice and law”. Unfortunately this has not always been the case in the
Church. I think the time has come to eliminate the commonplaces, recurring but false. One of them
concerns Peter’s supremacy. We believe in it and bow before Peter and his successors, but not all
successors were like the first Pope. It is out of place to say that all Popes were elected by the Holy
Spirit and history disproves this affirmation. How is it possible that a Pope elected three times, who
sold his pontificate and then took it again, to be elected by the Holy Spirit? It is absurd. The Holy
Spirit sustains the Pope in the correct exercise of his pontificate, that is, God guarantees the successor
of Peter not to make mistakes in teaching others, but in the personal behavior every Pope must, like a
common faithful, answer to the grace and behave properly, otherwise there would be a split between
what is said and what is done. This is also foreshadowed in the introductory prayer, in the so-called
collect prayer: "Grant, Lord, that the course of events in the world may take place according to your will in
justice and peace", that is to say that it is right to say that God is the greatest protagonist in history, it is
also right to say that God has outlined the course of history in justice and righteousness, but men,
using free will, can distort, hinder God's plan. God stops before human freedom, you know it, and
this, unfortunately, is painful. If on the one hand it raises man to be the one who is respected by God,
therefore it is a positive judgment, on the other hand it places man in the condition of opposing God's
plans. Our Lord allows this opposition until it becomes extremely harmful to his Church. Then he
intervenes to restore law and truth: "Grant, Lord, that your Church may commit with serene trust to her
service". The service of the Church is evangelization, going to the least and the poor, trying to be truly
the authentic preacher of the Gospel. This is the task of the Church and if similar prayers are
authorized by the ecclesiastical authorities, unconsciously, at least, it is an admission that things are
not going well, otherwise there would be no need for this prayer and different prayers would be said
such as thanksgiving, gratitude and appreciation prayers, not prayers of supplication to be able to
carry out one's duty properly, in justice and righteousness.
I was thinking of coming to a practical, concrete conclusion. I have always lived the anniversary of
my priestly ordination as a feast of priesthood. Even today you were invited by Our Lady to pray for
the Church, but I would like these prayers to have a purpose and to be addressed in a more precise
way. I ask you to begin with insistence, without interruption, to pray for the Church of Rome, for the
diocese where we belong. It is the first Church, it is the cradle of Christianity, it is a Church sanctified
by the blood of so many martyrs, substantiated by the presence of so many saints, but, unfortunately,
also muddied by the presence of so many sinners at any level: faithful and pastors. Let us pray for the
Church of Rome in a proper way, in an unceasing way and each one adds a prayer for his own parish
and for his own priests. Do you remember when Our Lady invited us to adopt a priest? I invite you to
adopt all the priests of Rome and in particular the priests of your parish, so that they really may all be
pastors according to the heart of God. This is what rebirth consists of. Today too, she asked to pray for
the conversion of the men of the Church. We must concretely respond to these repeated appeals with
a daily, incessant, pounding prayer, so that each of us is, before God, a lamp that burns unremittingly
and sends its light with a longer ray that is the diocese and with a shorter ray that is your own parish.
We love the Universal Church, but we must turn a stronger love to the particular Church, which we
all belong to. Our diocese has a high positive potential, it has good priests, but they are afraid to say
what they think, they are afraid to do what they would like, they are afraid that someone could
dismiss them and deprive them of their office. We will ask the Holy Spirit to bestow on these good,
honest and chaste priests, the strength coming from God: a strength that does not admit fear, a
courage imposing on everybody, a testimony raised to the highest degree of suffering. This we must
ask for the priests and God is ready to grant it, because more than me, more than you, He is interested
in keeping, in having, in increasing and improving his priests, because the priests are the ones
sustaining the action of the Christ.
I would say this in connection with the anniversary of my priestly ordination, which unfortunately,
like every year, is a feast that is anticipated by so much suffering and so many tears. God wants this,
let's try to have the strength and the serenity to give it, because, at times, we feel like Isaiah:
prostrated, tired, exhausted and just wanting a little rest and a little tranquility. By telling you this, I
have opened my heart to you. Keep in your heart the recommendation to pray, pray, pray for our
diocese and for the parish of each of you.



GGod One and Triune, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, truly present here in the Eucharistic mystery.
We, before you, blessed Divine Trinity, bow in adoration with a spirit of appreciation and gratitude.
Our heart, O Jesus, surged with joy, burst with love. A few years ago, You said this very sentence,
on the occasion of the Eucharistic miracle that took place on June 6, 1999, when the Eucharist not
only bled, but Your blood passed through the glass vial that kept You and rested on the corporal
below. You said: "My blood showed, because my Heart burst with love". Well, oh Lord, while we were
following You, and this is the right term, our hearts burst with joy and we said: "Only to You, my
God, our praise, honor and glory".
It is a profound, indescribable joy to honor you in the best possible way. You don't want big things,
but you want them to be done with the heart. My Lord, You read in our hearts, you know that
everything accomplished in these days and, especially today, was truly done with the heart. It cost
sacrifice, work, it caused fatigue and sometimes tension, but everything was covered by the love
that You taught us to show in every moment of our day and our life.
O Lord, we are happy, because today You are happy, we are radiant, because You are radiant, we
are proud, because this moment of joy satisfies You, despite so much suffering, so much bitterness
and disappointment that the Earth and the Church is reserving for You.
We pray to you, my God and we adore you in the Eucharist, my God. We accept all the sacraments
that you, O Lord Jesus, have established. We love the Church for which you sacrificed and died. We
love, in a particular way, the priests, the bishops, the cardinals and the Supreme Pontiff, even if
unfortunately among them, and this is a painful mystery, so many Judas are hiding and lurking.
O Lord, today we entrust Your Church to You because You instituted it, you founded it, it was born
from your side, you made it rise from your wounds and Blood. Today, the day of Pentecost, we ask
You that it returns to its origin and that in addition to being one, holy, Catholic, apostolic and
Roman, it is also missionary and poor. And this we ask of you, also through Mary’s intercession.
On the day of Pentecost the charism of missionary spirit was given to your Church. You, God the
Holy Spirit, showed through the wind, thunder and tongues of fire. Your presence has made strong
and courageous those who, until recently, had shown as afraid and fearful people. You have turned
weak creatures into pillars of the Church. In fact, those who first abandoned You, fearing even the
simple people, later proclaimed You God, Son of God, Messiah, Savior, before the highest
authorities; in this way they paid, with their blood, the testimony of love and fidelity that
characterized their whole life.
And now we, O Lord, ask you that your apostles’ successors, the bishops’ collaborators, may live in
an attitude of spontaneous and generous service and may no longer think about career, power,
wealth and, even less, to disordered pleasure; on the contrary, let them think, O Lord, only of
praising You, of rendering due worship to You and of serving You in their brothers, especially in
the poor, the sick, the elderly, the needy, the prisoners, the drug addicts.
O Lord, make it possible for all of us to truly recognize you in the guise of a suffering brother, or
sister and give that love that for too many centuries and for too long we have poured out only on
ourselves, in a disordered way.
The one who sits on the throne of Peter today, a few weeks before being elected, had denounced
that in the Church there was filth and arrogance and that Your priests, instead of celebrating You,
celebrate themselves and when they celebrate the Eucharist they commit sacrileges: this is what the
current Pope said when he was still a cardinal and this is the truth, a painful truth.
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Prayer formulated by H.E. Mons. Claudio Gatti 
15th may 2005



We see, Lord, through the fault of men, that Your Body is covered with Blood, covered with
wounds and soiled by the mud of men. Now we are here, we want to cleanse You, we want to cover
every wound and pour the balm of our love on it.
Lord, You who have really risen after the third day, resurrect your mystical Body too. O Holy Spirit,
today we celebrate You and we ask You to infuse new vitality into the Church and to blow on the
sails of Peter's boat and push it up to pure, luxuriant and peaceful shores. O Lord, we wish that
your ship, the Church, is finally anchored to the two columns: the Eucharist and the Mother of the
Eucharist; so your wish will come true, that is, may this ship accommodate all men i so that, truly,
your promise will be fulfilled when there will be only one shepherd and one flock.
To the praise and glory of the Holy Trinity. Amen.
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